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day, felt as if I should be well contented to stay there always; it really was a most lovely spot: and it was pleasant to have the high road close by it and to hear the jingle of bells as the carts went by, though when you were among the olives you could not guess of any road near: the trees went on terrace after terrace right up to the top of the low hill: you could see nothing else: nothing can be imagined more beautiful and soothing.
" This confounded gout and Guy Fawkesing of mine has of course put off our journey to-day, but I am much better now, and I hope we shall get on to Venice tomorrow : we shan't attempt stopping at Verona, where we can easily put up on our return: you see if we were once at Venice Janey and the girls could amuse themselves in any case; and as for me 'tis clear that Venice, must be the hobbler's Paradise. Can't you imagine what a time it was for me when I looked out at the window at Oneglia, and saw those three all standing together ?"
On the way to Venice the first view of the Lago di Garda gave him a shock of delight more powerful than anything else he saw in Italy. ** What a strange surprise it was/' he says, "when it suddenly broke upon me, with such beauty as I never expeded to see: for a moment I really thought I had fallen asleep and was dreaming of some grange sea where everything had grown together in perfeft accord with wild stories." At Venice itself he was so lame that he could only crawl into a few churches. In his letters it is difficult to distinguish the depression of his illness from his pain at the decay, and his horror at the restorations, going on all round him: fc It is sad to think," he sums the matter up,cc that our children's children will not be able to see a single genuine ancient building in Europe." A visit to Torcello ("it was a great rest to be among the hedges and the green grass again, and to hear the birds singing; swifts are the    ! double process of destruction and addition, the whole                           /? surface of the building is necessarily tampered with; so                           /   * that the appearance of antiquity is taken away from                          | figure by fire
